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are founded upon Magna Carta though, as the docu-
ment is written in mediaeval Latin, few of .them can
confirm their knowledge by a detailed acquaintance
with its provisioas. However, it is a fact that Magna
Carta first established the fundamental political prin-
ciple of no taxation without representation. As the
earliest truly representative Parliament did not meet
until 80 years after its signature, its language lacks
precision, but it declares that the King is not to im-
pose charges other than the accepted feudal aids with-
out the consent of his common council. Magna Carta*
also assures even-handed justice according to law. It
declares that no free man shall in future be con-
demned except by the verdict of his peers and the law
of the land. Further, in language that established the
position of the Crown as the fountain of justice, the
King proclaimed that "to no one will we sell, to no
one will we refuse or delay, right and justice". Yet,
in spite of these far-reaching undertakings, Magna
Carta has been depreciated by certain modern critics,
partly as a piece of class legislation imposed upon the
Crown by the Barons, partly as a mere scrap of paper
quickly repudiated by the King and declared by the
supreme authority of the Pope to be without binding
force. It is true that the position that Magna Carta
occupies in the popular mind is largely due to Chief
Justice Coke and his fellow seventeenth century jur-
ists who read into it more than it actually contained.
It is also true that when Shakespeare put the English
historical tradition on to the stage he did not include
a Runnymede scene in his "King John", though he